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                                                         For Immediate Release
YMCA Caine Halter Family Branch and BBBS Upstate Team Up To Serve At Risk Youth
GREENVILLE, S.C. (February 10, 2010) – Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Upstate is pleased to announce an exciting new partnership with the YMCA Caine Halter Family Branch.  Organizers with the YMCA are graciously opening their doors for free, to children (Littles) and their mentors (Bigs) with BBBS every Friday evening.  While they are there, Littles and Bigs can have fun swimming, playing tennis, shooting hoops or playing racquetball.  The YMCA and BBBS are hosting a kick-off party to celebrate this new partnership on Friday, February 26, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. at the YMCA Caine Halter Family Branch located at 721 Cleveland Street, Greenville, South Carolina 29601.
“We are grateful to the YMCA for this exciting opportunity.  This partnership will help our matches strengthen their relationships.  Statistics show stronger and longer matches mean positive results for the entire community,” according to Greenville Site Director Lamont Sullivan.

Little Brothers and Sisters are 52% less likely to skip school, 46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs, and 27% less likely to begin using alcohol.  BBBS Upstate helps at risk youth reach their full potential through professionally supported one-to-one mentoring relationships with measurable results.  Currently, more than forty Little Brothers are waiting for a Big Brother.  There are also about fifty Big Sisters who are waiting for a Little Sister.
"The development of this collaboration has been inspiring,” commented Ryan Finney, Executive Director of the Caine Halter YMCA. “This is one of the first fruits of the renewal in Greenville of the historic Christian emphasis of the YMCA. The Bible teaches us to love our neighbors as ourselves.  BBBS mentors do just that when they volunteer to become a Big Brother or Big Sister.  The YMCA seeks to do the same by sharing its resources with BBBS."
Big Brothers Big Sisters is the oldest, largest, and most effective youth mentoring organization in America.  BBBS Upstate has served the area since 1970.  BBBS Upstate currently serves at risk children ages 6 through 18 in Greenville, Spartanburg, Anderson, Pickens, Oconee and Laurens counties.
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