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Caine Halter YMCA earns national recognition
Caine Halter Family Branch earns a bronze-level award for supporting a bike friendly environment from League of American Bicyclists.

(Greenville, S.C.) - March 18, 2011- The YMCA of Greenville, Caine Halter Family Branch was announced as a Bicycle Friendly organization at the National Bike Summit in Washington, DC earning a bronze-level award. The organization recognizes colleges, organizations and businesses that create exceptional environments where bicycling can thrive.
“The Caine Halter Family Branch is proud to receive this national honor and to be able to offer our members and employees a bike friendly environment,” said Ryan Finney, Caine Halter Executive Director. “Our biking initiatives have included bike safety programs and bike rodeos for children as well as organized bike rides here at our branch.”
The League of American Bicyclists’ Bicycle Friendly America program promotes bicycling as a simple solution to many challenges we face as a nation - improving sustainability, physical activity and quality of life. According to the League, efforts to welcome and support bicycling can be as simple as offering secure bike parking or organized rides to get folks together on bikes. Businesses across the country are seeing that there is a good return on investment in promoting bicycling in the workplace including improved morale and health, reduced parking costs and promoting a healthy and sustainable lifestyle to members and employees.

Amy Ryberg Doyle, a member of the Greenville City Council attended the DC conference and commented, “the City of Greenville, an awarded Bicycle Friendly Community, is committed to more trail, bike, and pedestrian walkways. Greenways increase the quality of life in the City’s most valuable places — its neighborhoods! We recognize walkers, runners and cyclists — a growing population in the community.  The YMCA is a tremendous asset to this and to the Swamp Rabbit Trail. We thank the Y and the many organizations that have joined us in making the City of Greenville a healthier community.”
Eleanor Dunlap, Coordinator for LiveWell Greenville applauds the YMCA for its “efforts to encourage employees, members and guests to pursue biking as a means of active transportation and recreation through providing training, bike racks and other supports. Congratulations on the Bicycle Friendly Business Designation.”
To celebrate May as official “Bike Month,” the Caine Halter Branch, in conjunction with Bikeville, a city of Greenville initiative, will offer several bike events:

· Saturday, May 15, 1 pm-4 pm



Mountain Bike Skills Clinic 

The Upstate Southern Off-Road Association (SORBA) will host a mountain bike skills clinic for all ages and all skill levels and will lead guided tours of Cleveland Park’s three miles of mountain bike trails.  Meet at the Caine Halter Family Y.

· May 17-21



National Bike-to-Work Week
Join bicyclists across the country by leaving your car at home and pedaling to   work instead.

· Friday, May 21


National Bike-to-Work Day

Join Greenville’s bicycling community on a casual group ride from the Caine Halter Family Y to downtown Greenville.  Meet for  conversation and breakfast provided by Giatu Restaurant and Liquid Highway at 7 am and be ready to ride by 7:45 am.

· Friday May 21, 12 pm

Lunchtime Greenway Ride

The City of Greenville’s Greenway and Sustainability Manager will lead this monthly bicycle ride along the Swamp Rabbit Trail from the Caine Halter Y.

###

About the League of American Bicyclists

The League of American Bicyclists promotes bicycling for fun, fitness and transportation, and works through advocacy and education for a bicycle-friendly America. The League represents the interests of America's 57 million bicyclists, including its 300,000 members and affiliates. For more information or to support the League, visit www.bikeleague.org.   

