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PEAK:  Preparing Educators for Adventures with Kids

Outdoor Education Conference
To be held at Camp Greenville YMCA
February 10-12, 2011
YMCA Camp Greenville, located near Caesar’s Head, South Carolina and Cedar Mountain, North Carolina, is hosting the tenth annual PEAK experiential education conference, February 10th-12th, 2011. This yearly event is an opportunity for educators, camp professionals, college students and others from the environmental education community to network and share ideas, practices and new methodologies in this exciting field. Anyone interested in learning the newest outdoor education activities, reinforce the classics, or simply learn more about the field should attend. The conference provides experiential learning, strong experiences and relevant workshops for all traditional, alternative and outdoor educators.

On Thursday February 10th, 2011, PEAK will begin with its pre-conference, offering two workshops:  “Project Learning Tree” with the Holmes State Forest, focusing on indoor and outdoor environmental education activities for youth. This workshop will provide helpful resource materials and hours which can be counted toward NCEE certification requirements. Local writer Larry Ross, will present on “Primitive Skills and Crafts,” with hands-on participation opportunities throughout the day in flint knapping, archery, atlatl, and throwing sticks. Emphasis will be placed on how to use these skills in the youth and outdoor education settings.
The main conference begins on Friday, February 11, facilitated by experts in the fields of environmental education, administrative issues, experiential education, grant writing, adventure based learning, team building, teaching tools, sustainable living practices and more.  

Keynote speaker Clyde Carter, the AEE (Association of Experiential Educators) Outstanding Experiential Educator award winner for 2010, will delve into “The Power of Experiential Education.” According to Carter, “there are times as experiential educators that facilitated experiences far surpass our limited objectives. A student walks away with more than our imagination would allow us to consider. The experience not only broadens the student’s mind, but also touches his or her soul.”  What is it that makes a program experience authentic? What elements of experience must collide for the true power of experience to be unleashed?  How much of it is luck or magic vs. the handiwork of the facilitator? Come to PEAK to find out.
For more information and prices for the conference, contact Group Camping Coordinator, Taylor Fay at (864) 836-3291 ext. 108, tfay@ymcagreenville.org or register online at www.campgreenville.org under About/PEAK.  
