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THE YMCA JUDSON COMMUNITY CENTER BECOMES THE FIRST ACCREDITED AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
First in the Upstate to be accredited, YMCA Judson Community Center earns recognition for their outstanding higher quality afterschool programs. 
[Greenville, SC, March 3, 2011] – The YMCA Judson Community Center has been recognized by the Council on Accreditation (COA) for their commitment to set high performance standards for themselves and to deliver the highest quality services for their afterschool programs.  The COA accreditation is an objective and reliable verification that provides confidence and support to afterschool programs for children and youth, parents, staff and community partners.  
“The process for becoming accredited took two years of training, planning and a great deal of record keeping for the staff at Judson,” said Executive Director, Stephanie Knoble. “We definitely have a well-deserving, high quality afterschool program. Plus, we are blessed with a devoted staff who have been here continuously.”  The accreditation procedure involved a detailed review and analysis of both administrative operations and service delivery practices.  The COA also talked with children who attend the afterschool program and their parents, as well as observed the daily routines at the Center.  
Because of the economic circumstances of the public they serve in the Judson Community, the Judson Community Center provides financial assistance for children who need it.  Many children who attend Judson Community Center do not have the money to do so, but through YMCA Open Doors foundation, United Way and other donors, the children are able to attend at a low cost.  According to Assistant Director, Cory McDowell, “Judson is unique in providing children the opportunity to receive high quality care in a safe environment which is very affordable-- thanks to our many community supporters.”
###

About the YMCA of Greenville
The YMCA of Greenville serves 60,000 people annually through programming including Afterschool and Day Camp, Aquatics, Youth and Adult Sports, Health and Wellness, and Youth Development. Programs are offered through four full facility family branches, one year-round camp, a teen center, two outreach   facilities, and headquarters for the South Carolina Youth in Government program.

About the Council on Accreditation

Founded in 1977, COA is an independent non-for-profit international accreditor of the full continuum of community-based behavioral health care and human service organizations.  Today, over 1800 organizations—public and private—are either COA accredited or are in the process of seeking accreditation.
